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Agenda
■ Program overview and goals

■ Spring 2025 course overview

■ Planetary Health:  Global Environmental Change and Emerging 
Infectious Disease

■ Fall 2025 course overview

■ Molecular Targets of Drug Discovery
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■ The Brown-Pfizer Master of Arts program was approved by 
the Executive Committee of the Program in Biology of the 
Division of Biology & Medicine by a resolution on October 
12th, 1993.

■ This was a contractual agreement between Pfizer and 
Brown University to provide programming on the Groton, 
CT campus for employees and/or contract employees to 
take classes towards an AM in Biology.

■ Brown University was accredited for the program by the 
Office of Higher Education by the State of Connecticut for 
the New England Association of Schools and Colleges.

Historical Summary of Partnership
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Program Requirements
■ 8 graduate level courses

● 2 courses must be within the core subjects
⮚ Cell biology
⮚ Biochemistry
⮚ Genetics
⮚ Pharmacology

● The grade earned of 6 of the courses must 
be at least a ‘B’

■ Capstone project

Current Programming
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Program Requirements
■ All courses are delivered online
■ 1 course is offered per semester (fall and spring)

● No course credits may be transferred.
● Must be actively employed @ Pfizer.
● Students have the option to take courses on 

campus with approval from Assoc Dean and 
course Instructor.

Current Programming
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Program Requirements
■ After the successful completion of 2 courses (B 

or better), students apply to the program.
■ Application

● Undergraduate transcript
● Letter of recommendation from supervisor
● Short statement of interest

■ Once accepted, students must enroll each 
semester
● One leave of absence (LOA) may be taken

Current Programming
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Program Requirements
■ Capstone project:  Apply critical scientific 

thinking, experimental design, and knowledge 
integration by formulating a capstone project that 
showcases rigorous analysis and original 
insights.

■ Options:
● Final paper
● Research proposal

■ Each are 10-15 pages long
■ Topics and an outline needs prior approval
■ Due after the completion of 7 courses, and no 

later than 1 semester after completing the 8th

course. 

Current Programming
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Program Outcomes
■ Since 1991, 2747 students have enrolled in the 72 courses 

offered in the Brown-Pfizer program (83.2+48.6 enrollees/ 
academic year).

■ Since 1995, 203 individuals have obtained their AM 
through this program (6.8+4.5 graduates/ academic year).

■ Of the graduates, 8 individuals have gone on to obtain a 
subsequent PhD, while most graduates remain in industry/ 
pharmaceutical type positions.

Current Programming
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Student Feedback
■ All students (n=6) who participated in a recent discussion 

of the program had received bachelor’s degrees in a 
scientific field.

■ They rated the course offerings, academic rigor, and 
faculty instructors as excellent.

■ They felt that the program was well designed for working 
professionals and provided excellent programming in 
which it afforded professional and academic growth and 
knowledge and in-depth discussion of primary literature 
allowing them to develop a better understanding of the 
scientific research they were involved with and confidence 
in their respective work environments.

Current Programming
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Student Feedback
■ Overall the students rated the program valuable because 

● courses were challenging; 

● assisted them to determine the type of scientific path 
they wanted to pursue further; 

● was beneficial to their workplace understanding, 
participation in discussion, and performance; and 

● fostered career growth and opportunities. 

Current Programming

10 Division of Biology and Medicine



■ Brown University contact:

● Isaac Bryden:  Isaac_Bryden@brown.edu

● Tracey Cronin (through mid-January):  
Tracey_Cronin@brown.edu

■ Pfizer contact:

● Kari Donahue:  Katharine_donahue@Pfizer.com

Program Contacts
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■ Electronic ACH Payment - Students and their Authorized 
Users can access the E-Bill & Payment system 
at http://payment.brown.edu to make online ACH 
payments via a U.S. personal checking or savings 
account. Electronic ACH payments will post to the 
student’s account immediately and may take up to 48 
business hours to post against the payer's bank account.

Program Tuition
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